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My mother celebrated her 90th birthday this week. (Best she ever had was her happy assessment.)  One of her gifts was a copy of her hometown newspaper, the Pawtucket times, originally printed on the day she was born, February 18, 1908.





The print was minuscule and I have to wonder if everyone had eye strain … they did read by gaslight or oil lamps back then.  Lots of news printed on a smaller paper.  What surprised me was all the bad news reported on page one.  Just when I’m convinced the contemporary TV slogan of, “ If it bleeds, it leads.”, indicates how low reporting of the news has fallen, here’s this voice from the past showing it was no different then.





Here are the front page story headlines and opening sentences.





3 Living, one dead, in steel lifeboat. Sole Survivors of American Ship Emily Reed Hail Sloop in Seattle Harbor - Tell Tale of Horror.





Someone to blame for seven deaths.  Coroner Linclon Thinks Last Weeks Calamity Was Not Wholly an Accident.  Somebody is responsible for starch factory explosion which killed seven persons.





entombed miners dig their way out.  Coal Pillars Close Gangway, But Rescue Party Meets Men Half Way - One Falls Down Chute to Death.





“Reds” in Flight; cossacks  en  route.  Appointment of Von Boeckman Causes an Exodus From Finland.  hotbed of terrorists





naval board opens inquiry into deaths.  Begins Investigation Into Drowning of Marines - Search Resumed.





wall of water boards steamer.  





worlds biggest morgue for n.y.  New York is to have the largest morgue in the world. ( The story notes the need for more capacity to deal with specific disasters mentioned.)





full dinner pail slogan no more.  Stone Declares Panic Will Strengthen Democratic Party. ( article illegible)





And those are only the stories above the fold on the top half of the front page!!!!  This does put some perspective to the daily ration of doom and gloom we get from our media.  It seems that things haven’t changed all that much. 





On the other hand,  gold fillings for teeth were $1 and up, new gas ranges were $13, live vaudeville performance admission was ten cents with reserved seating at twenty cents.  Also noted are seven room cottages for $1800, pies for twelve cents, eggs one cent each, claw hammers six cents and top of the line sewing machines from $14.95 to $19.98.  There were no ads for either radios or autos.





There’s even a company named, “Manufacturers Outlet Company”.  So things haven’t changed that much even with factory outlets.





They were trying to have unemployed Greeks declared vagrants by law so they could be deported at the state’s expense.  Doesn’t that sound like some of our contemporary rhetoric? 





Sports, politics, religion, finance, crime, etc. all are also well reported on this one day, February 18, 1908.





This old newspaper gave me a new perspective on why my mother and others her age can take some of the present goings on so calmly.  It’s not that they don’t care, it’s that they have seen it all so many times before.  We youngsters still become concerned or outraged because we haven’t yet realized how much of life and how many things are simply the result of human nature or natural accident.





I’d like to close with a tribute to my mother, a bright and sassy little woman who many people love and admire. None more than I.  She is, as she says herself,
